"Forest Murmurs" from Siegfried of Richard Wagner (Cleveland 
Orchestra, George Szell, conductor; WNCN) 

Tiefe Stille and the song of the earth (Siegfried streckt sich 
behaglich unter der Linde aus . . . Er verfallt in schweigendes 
Sinnen . . . Er lehnt sich tiefer zurück und blickt durch den 
Baumwipfel auf. Tiefe Stille. Waldweben. . . Grosse Stille. 
Wachsendes Waldweben. Siegfrieds Aufmerksamkeit wird endlich 
durch den Gesang der Waldvégel gefesselt . . .) Deep Silence and 
the song of the earth and the response of the artist qua artist to 
given external stimuli the psychophysical response is an aesthetic 
form yes the response of the artist qua spectator the psychophysical 
response of the artist qua spectator is guided directed by an 
aesthetic form an aesthetic form created by the artist qua artist 


semicolon the stimuli and the responses and if the responses are 


aesthetic forms or if the responses are aesthetic appreciations 
and if aesthetic forms and if aesthetic appreciation can be de- 
scribed and they can be can the stimuli be described yes they can 
the stimuli which result in aesthetic appreciation are of course 
aesthetic forms works of art and so the second half of the question 
is already answered the formed stimuli which result in aesthetic 
appreciation are works of art now the first half of the question 
the stimuli which result in aesthetic forms what are those stimuli 
yes what are they semicolon they are always the same and they are 
always different and the proof is that works of art that is to say 
the responses to those stimuli are always the same and always 
different that goes not without saying Elwood double four double 
nine saying human nature and the human mind not without saying and 
in order to describe the stimuli which result in aesthetic forms 
one of the things one must describe is human nature and one of 
the things one must describe is nature description certainly not 
evaluation but description and in describing those stimuli which 
result in aesthetic forms that is in describing human nature and 
nature aesthetic forms are created if those descriptions are form- 
alized and if those descriptions are not formalized aesthetic forms 
are not created and so the first half of the question is answered 
recapitulation in describing the stimuli which result in aesthetic 
forms one describes human nature and nature and in describing the 
stimuli which result in aesthetic appreciation one describes the 
human mind and the proof certainly it is in the describing itself. 
(L'Aire: 1-16-76) 





